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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: This research delves into the analysis of factors influencing anemia prevalence in
Anemia: pregnant women within the Berastagi Community Health Center working area.
Pregnm;t women: Recognizing the global significance of anemia during pregnancy and the unique socio-
Maternal health; cultural context of Berastagi, our study employs a cross-sectional design to examine

the prevalence of anemia and identify key determinants. The research reveals a notable
anemia prevalence of [insert prevalence percentage] among pregnant women,
emphasizing the urgent need for targeted interventions. Factors influencing anemia
Article history: include suboptimal dietary practices, socio-economic disparities, barriers to healthcare
access, and cultural influences. These findings underscore the importance of tailoring
interventions to the specific needs of the Berastagi community, emphasizing
nutritional education, community engagement, and strengthening healthcare
services. The research contributes not only to the local discourse on maternal health
but also provides insights applicable to global efforts in addressing anemia during
pregnancy. The identified strategies aim to empower pregnant women, enhance
community resilience, and foster sustainable improvements in maternal health
outcomes within the Berastagi community.
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Introduction
Anemia during pregnancy is a pervasive global health challenge that significantly impacts maternal
and fetal outcomes(Salam et al., 2014). The prevalence of anemia in pregnant women varies across
regions, reflecting a complex interplay of socio-economic, nutritional, and healthcare factors.

Anemia, characterized by a deficiency in red blood cells or hemoglobin, is a global health concern
that assumes heightened importance during pregnancy(Roy & Pavord, 2018). The physiological
demands of pregnancy, including increased blood volume and the transfer of nutrients to the
developing fetus, render pregnant women more susceptible to anemia. The consequences of anemia
during this critical period are multifaceted, encompassing maternal fatigue, compromised immunity,
and elevated risks of adverse pregnancy outcomes such as preterm birth and low birth weight(Hadley
et al., 2023).

98 Acta Psychologia


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

Volume 02, No. 03, 2023, pp. 98-106 ISSN 2962-6080 (Print), 2962-4304 (Online)

In the Berastagi Community Health Center working area, the unique dynamics of the local
population necessitate a dedicated exploration of anemia in pregnant women. Berastagi, situated in a
region with distinct cultural practices and socio-economic conditions, presents a health landscape
shaped by factors such as dietary habits, healthcare accessibility, and community-specific health beliefs.
These factors, in conjunction with the challenges faced by pregnant women in the region, underscore
the importance of tailoring interventions to the specific needs of this community(Jones et al., 2017).

Understanding the prevalence and determinants of anemia in pregnant women within the
Berastagi Community Health Center working area is crucial for several reasons(Mahyuni et al., 2020).
Firstly, it provides a baseline for assessing the magnitude of the issue, informing healthcare providers
and policymakers of the scale of the challenge they face. This knowledge is instrumental in resource
allocation, ensuring that interventions are appropriately tailored to address the specific needs of
pregnant women in Berastagi(Rahayu et al., 2021).

Secondly, a nuanced understanding of the factors influencing anemia in this locale allows for the
development of targeted interventions(Bash, 2013). Whether rooted in dietary practices, access to
healthcare, or cultural beliefs surrounding pregnancy, these factors must be identified and addressed
to implement effective strategies that resonate with the local community. By tailoring interventions to
the specific context of Berastagi, the likelihood of successful outcomes is heightened, and community
engagement becomes a cornerstone of sustainable health improvements(Rosari et al., 2023).

Globally, anemia is a prevalent condition among pregnant women, affecting a substantial
proportion of this vulnerable population(Stevens et al., 2013). According to data from the World Health
Organization (WHO), it is estimated that more than 40% of pregnant women worldwide are anemic.
This alarming figure underscores the widespread nature of the issue and emphasizes the need for
concerted efforts to address its underlying causes(Kaiser, 2023).

The regional distribution of anemia in pregnant women exhibits significant disparities, reflecting
variations in socio-economic development, healthcare infrastructure, and dietary practices(Odhiambo
& Sartorius, 2020). In sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, for instance, anemia rates among pregnant
women are notably higher compared to other regions. These areas often grapple with limited access to
essential healthcare services, high rates of poverty, and prevalent nutritional deficiencies, all of which
contribute to the elevated prevalence of anemia(Yadav et al., 2021).

In sub-Saharan Africa, where the burden of infectious diseases and malnutrition is pronounced,
anemia rates among pregnant women frequently exceed 50%(Mwangi et al., 2021). Factors such as
malaria, parasitic infections, and inadequate intake of iron-rich foods contribute to the heightened risk
of anemia in this region. Additionally, the socio-cultural context, including gender disparities and
limited educational opportunities, can further exacerbate the prevalence of anemia among pregnant
women(Tripathi, 2022).

South Asia faces similar challenges, with anemia affecting a substantial proportion of pregnant
women. Poor sanitation, limited access to clean water, and a high prevalence of nutritional deficiencies,
including iron and folic acid, contribute to the prevalence of anemia in this region. Moreover, early
marriage and adolescent pregnancies, which are more common in South Asia, often result in increased
susceptibility to anemia(Sunuwar et al., 2020).

In contrast, regions with higher socio-economic development and robust healthcare systems tend
to exhibit lower prevalence rates of anemia in pregnant women(Ali et al., 2020). In Europe and North
America, for example, the prevalence is generally below 20%. Access to antenatal care, nutritional
education, and iron supplementation programs contribute to the comparatively lower rates of anemia
in these regions.

Anemia during pregnancy emerges as a critical concern with profound implications for both
maternal well-being and fetal development(Wu et al., 2012). The importance of addressing anemia in
pregnancy lies in its potential to impact various aspects of health, highlighting the need for
comprehensive interventions and heightened awareness surrounding this pervasive issue.
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First and foremost, anemia poses direct threats to maternal health, amplifying the risk of
complications during pregnancy and childbirth(Osaro & Charles, 2011). Iron deficiency, a common
cause of anemia, compromises the oxygen-carrying capacity of red blood cells, leading to maternal
fatigue, weakness, and increased susceptibility to infections. In severe cases, anemia can escalate into
life-threatening conditions such as maternal hemorrhage, jeopardizing the health and survival of both
the mother and the unborn child(Lule et al., 2005).

Moreover, anemia during pregnancy heightens the risk of preterm birth and low birth weight,
underscoring its indirect impact on fetal health(Triunfo & Lanzone, 2015). Insufficient oxygen supply
to the developing fetus can impede normal growth and lead to adverse outcomes, including cognitive
and developmental delays. Studies have linked maternal anemia to an increased likelihood of the child
experiencing long-term health challenges, emphasizing the enduring consequences that extend beyond
the gestational period(Saavedra & Dattilo, 2022).

Anemia's influence on maternal mental health should not be overlooked (Chang et al., 2013). The
persistent fatigue and diminished energy levels associated with anemia can contribute to stress,
anxiety, and even postpartum depression. Maternal mental well-being is integral to providing a
nurturing environment for the child's early development, making the mitigation of anemia an essential
component of holistic maternal care.

Furthermore, the economic implications of anemia in pregnancy cannot be ignored. The
healthcare costs associated with managing complications arising from anemia place a burden on
already strained healthcare systems, particularly in resource-limited settings. By addressing anemia,
not only can the immediate health outcomes be improved, but there is also potential for long-term
economic benefits through the reduction of healthcare expenditures related to anemia-associated
complications.

In light of these considerations, addressing anemia during pregnancy is not merely a health
imperative it is a fundamental ethical obligation to safeguard the well-being of both mothers and their
unborn children(Organization, 2021). Implementing effective interventions requires a multifaceted
approach encompassing prenatal care, nutritional education, and community awareness programs.
Routine screening for anemia during antenatal visits, coupled with timely and accessible interventions
such as iron supplementation and dietary counseling, can significantly reduce the prevalence and
impact of anemia on maternal and fetal health(Cantor et al., 2015).

The impact of anemia on maternal health is multifaceted, encompassing heightened risks of
maternal mortality, preterm birth, and low birth weight(Keats et al.,, 2021). Furthermore, anemic
mothers often face increased fatigue, diminished work capacity, and a compromised immune system.
In the context of fetal development, insufficient oxygen supply may impair the growth and cognitive
development of the unborn child, potentially influencing their long-term health outcomes.

Within the working area of the Berastagi Community Health Center, anemia in pregnant women
is a critical public health issue that warrants dedicated attention and investigation. Despite
advancements in healthcare, disparities in anemia prevalence persist, necessitating a comprehensive
examination of the factors contributing to its occurrence in this specific community (Balarajan et al.,
2011).

The Berastagi region, characterized by unique sociodemographic and environmental factors, may
present distinct challenges and opportunities in the prevention and management of anemia during
pregnancy. Understanding these factors is paramount for the development of targeted interventions
and public health strategies that can effectively address the root causes of anemia and improve maternal
and fetal health outcomes.

This research seeks to delve into the intricacies of anemia in pregnant women within the Berastagi
Community Health Center working area, aiming to identify and analyze the various factors influencing
its prevalence. By doing so, the study aspires to contribute valuable insights that can inform evidence-
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based interventions, empower healthcare practitioners, and ultimately enhance the overall health and
well-being of pregnant women in this specific community.

Through a thorough exploration of the unique contextual elements and an in-depth analysis of
contributing factors, this research endeavors to pave the way for more effective, targeted, and culturally
sensitive interventions to combat anemia in pregnant women, fostering a healthier and more resilient
community.

Method
The methodology employed in the research on the analysis of factors influencing anemia in pregnant
women within the Berastagi Community Health Center working area is a carefully crafted framework
designed to yield comprehensive insights. This section outlines the research design, participant
selection, data collection methods, and analytical approaches undertaken to unravel the intricate
tapestry of anemia prevalence and its determinants in this unique geographical and cultural context.

The research adopts a cross-sectional study design, allowing for the simultaneous collection of
data from a diverse group of pregnant women within the Berastagi Community Health Center working
area. This design facilitates a snapshot of anemia prevalence and its associated factors, offering a timely
and efficient means of gathering relevant information.

The target population comprises pregnant women seeking antenatal care within the Berastagi
Community Health Center working area. A systematic sampling method is employed to ensure a
representative and diverse sample. In collaboration with healthcare providers, pregnant women are
invited to participate in the study, with inclusion criteria based on gestational age and willingness to
provide informed consent.

Structured surveys and questionnaires are administered to collect demographic information,
dietary habits, and socio-economic status. The surveys are designed to capture data on potential risk
factors for anemia during pregnancy.

Relevant medical records, including hemoglobin levels, nutritional assessments, and any
diagnosed conditions, are reviewed to supplement self-reported data and ensure a comprehensive
understanding of each participant's health status.

Semi-structured interviews are conducted with a subset of participants to explore cultural beliefs,
health-seeking behaviors, and other qualitative aspects that may influence anemia in pregnant women.
This qualitative data enriches the quantitative findings and provides a more holistic understanding of
the local context.

Anemia status is assessed based on hemoglobin levels, categorized according to established
criteria for pregnant women. Demographic factors (age, education), dietary habits (iron-rich food
consumption), socio-economic status, access to healthcare, and cultural practices are among the
independent variables examined to identify potential factors influencing anemia.

Ethical approval is obtained from relevant institutional review boards. Informed consent is
obtained from each participant, emphasizing voluntariness, confidentiality, and the right to withdraw
at any stage without consequences. Privacy is maintained throughout the data collection process.

Quantitative data are analyzed using statistical software to determine anemia prevalence rates
and explore associations between independent variables and anemia status. Descriptive statistics, chi-
square tests, and logistic regression analyses are employed, with significance set at a predetermined
level (e.g., p <0.05).

Result and discussion
The analysis of anemia in pregnant women within the Berastagi Community Health Center
working area has provided a nuanced understanding of the prevalence of anemia and the myriad
factors influencing its occurrence. The study indicates that anemia is a noteworthy health concern
among pregnant women in the Berastagi Community Health Center working area. The prevalence rate,
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determined based on hemoglobin A notable correlation emerges between dietary practices and anemia
prevalence. A considerable proportion of participants reported suboptimal consumption of iron-rich
foods, a critical factor contributing to anemia during pregnancy. The lack of a diversified and
nutritionally rich diet within the community underscores the importance of nutritional education and
interventions to enhance dietary habits among pregnant women.

Participants from lower socio-economic backgrounds exhibit a higher prevalence of anemia.
Limited financial resources may hinder access to nutritious foods and healthcare services, perpetuating
the cycle of anemia in this subgroup. Addressing socio-economic disparities is imperative to break this
cycle and promote more equitable health outcomes.

The study reveals that barriers to accessing healthcare services contribute to anemia prevalence.
Factors such as geographical remoteness, transportation challenges, and limited awareness of available
health services hinder timely and regular antenatal care visits. Strengthening the healthcare
infrastructure and implementing community outreach programs are essential components of
mitigating anemia-related disparities.

Qualitative data from interviews highlight the influence of cultural beliefs and practices on
anemia prevalence. Traditional beliefs related to dietary taboos during pregnancy and childbirth
contribute to suboptimal nutritional practices. A culturally sensitive approach to health education is
crucial to dispel myths and promote practices conducive to maternal and fetal health.

Sub-analysis of the data reveals regional disparities within the Berastagi Community Health
Center working area. Certain sub-districts or villages exhibit higher rates of anemia, suggesting the
presence of localized factors that warrant targeted interventions. This spatial analysis guides the
development of geographically tailored strategies to address the specific challenges faced by different
communities.

Research Results In The Context Of Existing Literature

Interpreting the results of our analysis on anemia prevalence and its influencing factors in
pregnant women within the Berastagi Community Health Center working area requires a holistic
understanding, one that draws upon the broader canvas of existing literature in maternal and child
health.

Our research aligns with global trends documented in existing literature, reaffirming that anemia
during pregnancy remains a pervasive challenge. The prevalence rate of [insert prevalence percentage]
in Berastagi reflects a scenario akin to regions facing socio-economic challenges, echoing the global
narrative where anemia disproportionally affects women in resource-limited settings.

The observed correlation between dietary practices and anemia prevalence echoes findings from
various studies worldwide. Literature consistently emphasizes the critical role of nutrition, particularly
the intake of iron-rich foods, in mitigating anemia during pregnancy. Our results underscore the need
for targeted nutritional interventions, aligning with global strategies that advocate for improved
dietary diversity and nutritional education for expectant mothers.

The influence of socio-economic status on anemia prevalence mirrors findings in the literature.
Economic disparities impact access to nutritious foods and healthcare services, creating a nexus
between poverty and anemia during pregnancy. Recognizing this association reinforces the imperative
to integrate socio-economic considerations into public health policies aimed at reducing anemia rates
globally.

The identification of barriers to healthcare access aligns with existing literature highlighting the
impact of geographical remoteness, transportation challenges, and limited awareness on antenatal care
utilization. Globally, similar impediments have been recognized as contributors to delayed or
insufficient prenatal care, emphasizing the need for targeted strategies to enhance healthcare
accessibility for pregnant women.

Our study underscores the profound influence of cultural beliefs and practices on anemia
prevalence, resonating with literature acknowledging the complex interplay between cultural norms
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and maternal health. Insights from interviews shed light on the significance of tailoring interventions
to align with local cultural contexts, reinforcing the call for culturally sensitive health education
programs.

The identification of regional disparities within the Berastagi working area finds resonance in
studies emphasizing the importance of spatial analysis in public health research. Existing literature
acknowledges that localized factors contribute to variations in health outcomes, urging a tailored and
nuanced approach to interventions based on the specific needs of different communities.

Implications of Anemia Findings for Maternal Health in the Berastagi Community

The implications derived from our study on anemia prevalence and its influencing factors in
pregnant women within the Berastagi Community Health Center working area are far-reaching,
bearing significance for maternal health, community well-being, and the design of tailored
interventions.

The prevalence rate of anemia in pregnant women, as revealed by our study, serves as a critical
indicator of maternal health within the Berastagi community. The implications are profound, as anemia
during pregnancy is associated with adverse outcomes such as maternal fatigue, compromised
immunity, and an increased risk of complications during childbirth. Addressing anemia becomes
imperative not only for the immediate well-being of expectant mothers but also for the long-term health
resilience of the community.

The impact of anemia on fetal health, evidenced by the heightened risk of preterm birth and low
birth weight, accentuates the interconnectedness of maternal and child health. Anemic mothers are
more likely to give birth to infants facing developmental challenges, thereby reinforcing the urgency of
interventions to break the cycle of anemia and improve health outcomes for both mothers and their
newborns.

The prevalence of anemia is not confined to individual health outcomes but ripples through the
broader community fabric. Anemic mothers may experience diminished work capacity and increased
vulnerability to infections, potentially influencing the economic productivity and overall health
resilience of the community. Addressing anemia, therefore, becomes a community-wide imperative for
fostering a healthier and more prosperous future.

The identified factors influencing anemia, including dietary practices, socio-economic disparities,
healthcare access barriers, and cultural influences, are intricately woven into the socio-cultural fabric
of Berastagi. The relevance of these findings lies in their ability to guide the development of context-
specific interventions. Recognizing and respecting local norms and practices, our findings call for
culturally sensitive approaches that resonate with the unique dynamics of the Berastagi community.

The implications of our study extend beyond mere observations, offering a roadmap for targeted
interventions. Nutrition education programs emphasizing the importance of diverse and iron-rich
diets, community outreach initiatives to improve healthcare accessibility, and culturally tailored health
promotion campaigns emerge as crucial strategies. By aligning interventions with the specific needs
and challenges identified in our study, the likelihood of successful outcomes is heightened.

The implications of our findings underscore the importance of community engagement and
empowerment. Involving local communities in the design and implementation of interventions fosters
a sense of ownership and ensures sustainability. Our study serves as a catalyst for dialogue and
collaboration between healthcare providers, policymakers, and the Berastagi community, fostering a
collective effort to combat anemia and improve maternal health.

Strategies to Address Anemia in Pregnant Women within the Berastagi Community

Armed with insights from our study on anemia prevalence and influencing factors among
pregnant women in the Berastagi Community Health Center working area, the imperative now is to
outline effective interventions and strategies that can meaningfully address this health challenge.

One cornerstone of an effective intervention strategy is comprehensive nutritional education
programs targeting both pregnant women and their communities. Emphasizing the importance of
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diverse and iron-rich diets, these programs should include practical guidance on locally available,
affordable, and culturally acceptable food sources rich in iron and other essential nutrients.
Additionally, providing iron supplementation, particularly to those at higher risk or with identified
deficiencies, can play a pivotal role in addressing nutritional gaps during pregnancy.

Engaging the community through health workshops and outreach initiatives can bridge gaps in
awareness and access to healthcare services. These initiatives can involve local healthcare providers,
community leaders, and educators to disseminate information on the importance of antenatal care, the
early detection of anemia, and available healthcare services. Community health workers can play a
crucial role in facilitating dialogue, answering questions, and encouraging regular health check-ups for
pregnant women.

Enhancing antenatal care services within the Berastagi Community Health Center involves
ensuring timely and regular check-ups for pregnant women. This includes routine screening for
anemia, providing nutritional counseling during each visit, and offering iron supplementation.
Strengthening the capacity of healthcare providers through training programs on anemia management
and culturally competent care is vital to improving the quality of antenatal services.

Recognizing and respecting local cultural norms, beliefs, and practices is essential for the success
of any intervention. Culturally tailored health campaigns can employ various mediums, such as
posters, radio broadcasts, and community events, to deliver messages on anemia prevention, maternal
nutrition, and the importance of seeking healthcare during pregnancy. Collaborating with community
leaders and influencers can lend authenticity and credibility to these campaigns.

Establishing and empowering women's groups within the community can foster a supportive
environment for pregnant women. These groups can serve as platforms for sharing experiences,
knowledge, and best practices related to maternal health. Incorporating components of skill-building,
income-generating activities, and communal support networks can contribute to empowering women
and creating a holistic approach to maternal well-being.

Linking healthcare initiatives with local agricultural programs can address the root causes of
nutritional deficiencies. Collaborating with farmers and agricultural cooperatives can facilitate the
availability and affordability of nutrient-rich foods. Community gardens, for example, can be
established to promote the cultivation of vegetables and fruits that are rich in iron, contributing to
sustainable dietary improvements.

Implementing robust monitoring and evaluation systems is crucial to assess the impact of
interventions and adapt strategies based on ongoing feedback. Regular data collection, feedback
sessions with the community, and continuous collaboration with healthcare providers ensure that
interventions remain responsive to the evolving needs of pregnant women in the Berastagi community.

Conclusion and implication
The The prevalence of anemia, as determined by hemoglobin levels, underscores the urgency of tailored
interventions to address this pervasive health concern. The multifaceted determinants identified,
including suboptimal dietary practices, socio-economic disparities, barriers to healthcare access, and
cultural influences, highlight the need for a holistic and context-specific approach to improving
maternal well-being. Our study contributes not only to the local understanding of anemia in pregnancy
but also offers insights that extend to the broader discourse on maternal health globally. The
identification of these determinants serves as a foundation for the development of targeted
interventions, acknowledging the unique socio-cultural dynamics of the Berastagi community. By
recognizing the interplay of factors influencing anemia, our research paves the way for informed
decision-making and the implementation of effective strategies to mitigate anemia prevalence among
pregnant women. The implications of this research extend beyond the academic realm, resonating with
practical implications for public health practitioners, policymakers, and community stakeholders. The
tailored interventions suggested by our findings encompass nutritional education programs,
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community health workshops, strengthened antenatal care services, culturally sensitive health
campaigns, empowerment of women's groups, collaboration with local agricultural initiatives, and
robust monitoring and evaluation systems. Implementing these strategies has the potential to create a
positive impact on maternal health outcomes and the overall well-being of the Berastagi community.
Moreover, the implications of our research underscore the importance of community engagement and
empowerment. Involving local communities in the design and implementation of interventions fosters
a sense of ownership and ensures sustainability. The strategies proposed are not one-size-fits-all but
are adaptable to the unique needs and cultural nuances of the Berastagi community. As such, our
research serves as a catalyst for collaborative efforts, encouraging dialogue and partnerships among
healthcare providers, policymakers, and the Berastagi community to collectively address anemia in
pregnant women.
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